Тема 5 Discussing Current Professional Literature

Text 1
Exercise 1 Read the text:

MODERN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

By Robert Colborn, Chief Editor and the Editors of International Science and Technology, pp XIV+746. Van Nostrand Co., Inc., Princeton, N. Y., Toronto, New York and London. 1965.

This book, written mainly for professional scientists and engineers but comprehensible to the interested layman, aims to acquaint them with the latest discoveries and the state of the art in fields of science and technology other than „their own. It consists of articles which originally appealed in the magazine “International Science and Technology”. Although almost all the authors work in the United States, reference is made to workers in other countries.

The subject matter relates only to the understanding or controlling of the physical world and appears under six headings: space and astronomy; earth science and oceanography; mathematics and computers. Thus biology and medical or social sciences are excluded. Subjects have been chosen for the potential usefulness or development, rather than for the fact that they are well understood or widely used at present, and each article contains a summary and a section recommending further reading. In general, the style is refreshingly different from that in learned Journals, yet it remains lucid. The book is profusely illustrated with diagrams, photographs and marginal sketches, as well as some colour plates.

The editor is to be congratulated on producing this excellent collection of articles on such diverse subjects.

The book is stimulating to read, and deserves a place in any library used by those with an interest in science.

Exercise 2 Read the following sentences aloud and translate them into Russian paying special attention to the parts in italics:

1 This book is written mainly for profession's scientists. 2 The book aims to acquaint the reader with the latest discoveries in fields of science and technology.        3 This article originally appeared in the magazine “International Science and Technology”. 4 Reference is made to workers in other countries. 5 The subject matter appears under six headings. 6 Subjects have been chosen for their potential usefulness or development. 7 In general the style is refreshingly different from that in learned journals. 8 The editor is to be congratulated on producing this excellent collection of articles on such diverse subjects. 9 The book deserves place in any library used by those with an interest in science.

Exercise 3 Answer the following questions using the prompts given in brackets:

Model: What does the book begin with? (a short introductory chapter). It begins with a short introductory chapter.

1 What does your article begin with? (an introductory part; a few general remarks; a short introduction). 2 What is each subsection preceded by? (a brief theoretical introduction; some introductory notes; an introductory discussion). 3 What does the book introduce us to? (the work done in . . .; the new data in the field of . . .; the up-to-date techniques in . . .). 4 What does the book acquaint us with? (recent discoveries in  . . .; applications of new methods; experimental technique; the work done in the field of . . .).

Exercise 4 Ask your fellow-student the following questions. Get him to give you detailed answers. Work in pairs:

1 Is there an introductory part in your thesis (article, the book you are reading)?       2 What subjects are dealt with in the introduction of your thesis (article, book, the book we are speaking about)? 3 What problems does the book acquaint us with? 4 When and how were you first introduced to this subject?
Exercise 5 Translate into English:

- Вы знакомы с этой статьей?

- Да. Я прочитал ее вчера.

- Интересная статья?

- Очень.

- Меня тоже интересует эта проблема. Надо
прочитать эту статью.

- Прочитайте. Вo вводной части автор знакомит читателя с историей вопроса, а в последующих разделах мы знакомимся с методом исследования, полученными данными и выводами автора.

Exercise 6 Insert the right word: last or latest:

1 My aim is to acquaint the reader with the . . . discoveries in our field of research. 2 The . . . chapter of my thesis is devoted to the experimental technique. 3 The introductory discussion is concerned with the . . . types of polymer forming reactions.  4 The summary is given at the . . . two pages. 5 The second chapter deals with the . . . models of the apparatus. 6 This is the . . . model received by our laboratory.

Exercise 7 Translate into English:

1 - О чем идет речь
в последней статье, которую вы прочитали?

   - О последних достижениях в моей области исследования.

2 - Чему посвящен последний номер журнала этого года? "'

   - Новейшим работам ученых в нашей области.

3 - Вы читали последнюю статью доктора Н. в последнем номере журнала?
   - Да. 
   - Чему она посвящена?  

   - Самым последним методам исследования.

4 - О чем последние страницы работы?

   - О последних (новейших) результатах исследования

Exercise 8 Ask your fellow-student the following questions. Get him to give you detailed answers. Work in pairs:

1 Did you, (the author) provide your (his, her) paper with a list of references?           2 Whom did you(the author) make reference to? 3 Is your (the author's) list of references complete (extensive, generous, adequate, inadequate, numerous)? 4 What kind of book do you consult if you need some new information? 5 What reference work do you usually consult? 6 Who is the author or the editor of this work of reference?

Exercise 9 Complete the following sentences:

1 The title of the book I am reading is . . . . 2 The heading of the chapter I am interested in is . . . . 3 The headline of the newspaper article we discussed last time is    . . . . 4 The title of my friend's thesis is . . . . 5 The title of my professor's work for Doctor's Degree is . . . .

Exercise 10 Answer the following questions:

1 What is the title of your paper (the book you have recently read)? 2 Under what headings does the subject matter appear? 3 What is the heading of the last section?       4 Does the title describe the subject? 5 What is the headline of the newspaper article you are going to tell us about?

Exercise 11 Insert the right word: subject, object or subject matter:

1 The . . . of the book is of major importance. 2 The . . . of my thesis is arranged in the following way. 3 The . . . of the paper is to give some idea about analogue computers. 4 The . . . of the textbook falls into two sections. 5 The . . . of my work is to investigate this particular problem. 6 I am engaged in one of the aspects of the broad . . . of biochemistry.

Exercise 12 Answer the following questions:

1 What subjects are dealt with in your thesis (paper, article, the book you are reading)? 2 What is the subject of your research? 3 What is the object of your investigation? 4 The subject of your investigation is of great importance, isn't it?          5 How is the subject matter of your thesis (paper, the book you are reading) arranged?

Exercise 13 Speak about your own article. Mention its title, the time and the place of its publication, its subject and aim, the arrangement of the subject matter; speak about the list of references, and if possible, about the authors you refer to.

Text 2
Exercise 1 Read the text:

A HISTORY OF THE MODERN BRITISH CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

By D. W. Hardie and J. Davidson Pratt, pp. XI+380. Pergamon Press, Oxford. 1966, 218 NET.

This book is timely and will be useful to students and those working in the chemical industry. However, it suffers from some defects which detract from its value. The first, for which the authors are not to blame, is careless proof-reading, so that far too many names have been misspelt which is unfortunate in a book of this kind. In the second place, there are some minor mistakes of fact: for example, the Bergius process was not worked out in Germany during the Great War but was developed during the mid 1920s; Bosch, not Haber, developed the ammonia synthesis in the works of Badische Anilin between 1909 and 1913. More serious is the omission of fertilizer manufacture, which represents one of the largest branches of the chemical industry; the brief reference to its nineteenth-century background is also inadequate. The review of man-made fibers (especially nylon) is much too short, and in no way reflects their role in the British textile industry.

In general, however, the detailed account of the modern chemical industry in Chapter III is useful, and the summarized particulars of almost 200 companies are an interesting and valuable source of ready information.
L. F. Haber (Endeavour, vol. XXVI, N 97, January 1967)

Exercise 2 Read the following sentences aloud and translate them into Russian, paying special attention to the parts in italics:

1 This book will be useful to those working in the chemical industry. 2 The book suffers from some defects which detract from its value. 3 The first, for which the authors are not to blame, is careless proof-reading. 4 Far too many names have been misspelt which is unfortunate in a book of this kind. 5 In the second place, there are some minor mistakes of fact. 6 Bosch developed the ammonia synthesis in the works of Badische Anilin. 7 The brief reference to the nineteenth-century background is also inadequate. 8 The review of man-made fibers is much too short, and in no way reflects their role in the British textile industry. 9 In general, however, the detailed account of the modern chemical industry is useful. 10 The summarized particulars of almost 200 companies are an interesting and valuable source of ready information.

Exercise 3 Confirm the statements. Follow the model. Work in pairs:

Model: 

-
The first chapter discusses the thermodynamic principles, am I right? 

-
Yes, indeed. Chapter one discusses the thermodynamic principles.

1 The second chapter deals with the methods, doesn’t it? 2 Such factors are incorporated in the third chapter, aren't they? 3 The detailed account of the modern chemical industry in the fifth chapter is useful, isn't it? 4 The seventh article of the volume is concerned with the basic problems of adaptive behavior. Right? 5 The eighth paragraph gives consideration to the refinements of such a mechanism, doesn't it? 

Exercise 4 Respond to the statements as in the model. Work in pairs:

Model:

-
I understand that one of the drawbacks of the book is careless proof-reading.

-
Yes (Yes, indeed. You are right. I agree, etc.). The book suffers from careless proofreading.

1 I see that one of the drawbacks of the article is the misspelling of some names. 2. I think that one of the shortcomings of the thesis is the inadequate references. 3 I believe that the limitations of the volume are some mistakes of facts. 4 I am afraid that the disadvantage of the paper is the omission of some factual material.

Exercise 5 Support the statements as in the model. Use: an account is given (presented, provided). Work in pairs:

Model: 

-
So far as this book is concerned, basic physical principles are explained.

-
 You are absolutely right. An account is given of basic physical principles.

1 As far as this article is concerned, all the constructions are clearly explained. 2 So far as this chapter is concerned, the method is described. 3 So far as the introductory chapter is concerned, the author describes and discusses the recent developments in physics. 4 As far as the first chapter is concerned, the author describes the achievements and aims of space science.

Exercise 5 Ask your fellow-student the following questions Get him to give you detailed answers. Work in pairs:

1 Which part of your thesis (paper, the book you are reading) contains an introductory account of the theory? 2 Which section of your thesis (article, the book you are reading) presents a detailed account of the experimental results? 3 In whose work can you find a comprehensive and authoritative account of the problem you are interested in?

Exercise 6 Translate into Russian paying attention to the word background:
1 The book is addressed to the general scientific reader with engineering and mathematical background. 2 The references provide an excellent background for understanding this phenomenon. 3 The section contains background material on the basic theory. 4 The reader needs a good background knowledge of the topic. 5 The brief references to the nineteenth-century background of the chemical industry are inadequate.

Exercise 7 Speak about a book (an article) you have recently read. Use the following questions as a guide for your talk:

1 What book have you recently read? 2 Who is the author of the book? 3 Who edited the book? 4 Where and when. was it published? 5 Is this its first edition? What edition is if? 6 What does the subject of investigation include? 7 What do different chapters "(or articles) deal with? 8 How many chapters (articles) does the book consist of? 9 What is given much (little) attention to? 10 Are there any drawbacks in the book? What are they, if there are any? 11 How is the material illustrated? 12 What can you say about the style of the book? 
Exercise 8 Speak about your own publications. Use the following questions as a guide for your talk:

1 What is the subject of your thesis? 2 Have you already published any articles?       3 Where and when did you publish them? 4 What are the titles of your published papers? 5 What problems do you deal with in those papers? 6 What are you going to prove in the course of your research? 7 Is there much or little material published on the subject of your investigation? 8 Who are your published papers addressed to? 9 What do you give much (little) attention to in your published papers? 10 What is of particular interest in your papers? 11 What have you succeeded in showing? 12 What did you fail to show? 13 How many parts does your paper consist of? 14 Are there any shortcomings in your paper, do you think? What are they? 15 How did you begin (finish) your paper? 16 What is the purpose of your paper? 17 What do you treat in your introductory part? 18 What do you say in conclusion?

